
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
February 27, 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
The Ballenas Grade 8/9 Concert Band and the Sr. Concert Band are all scheduled to perform at 
the Vancouver Island Concert Band Festival on Wednesday April 8th, 2020 at Alberni 
District Secondary School in Port Alberni. 
 
This is the regional MusicFest Canada competitive festival for the Vancouver Island area. In 
addition to performing our repertoire and hearing several other concert bands play, we will 
receive a recorded adjudication of our performance and a 30-minute clinic by one of the 
adjudicators giving us thoughts on how we might improve our future performances! 
 
During this field experience, each student will be acting as a representative of our school and the 
BSS music program. It is expected that all students will conduct themselves in a manner that 
reflects positively on our school community. The School Code of Conduct will be in place for 
the entirety of the trip, and students must act with Care, Respect, and Self-Control at all 
times. Failure to act according to the School Code of Conduct may result in the immediate 
contact of the parents in order for them to pick up their child as soon as possible. The school 
administration will also be notified immediately. 
 
 
Forms and Trip Fee: Please fill out and return the attached permission form by Thursday, 
March 12th with the $20.00 payment to help cover some of the busing cost, festival fees, and 
TOC costs. Payments can be made with a cheque written out to Ballenas Secondary, exact cash 
stapled to the form, or it can be submitted online at https://qualicum.schoolcashonline.com/ if you 
wish. 
 
***CHAPERONES: We need parent chaperones in order for this trip to happen. We will 
also need a parent vehicle or two to transport some of the instruments to the festival site. If 
you are able to accompany us on this day trip, please send an email to bkellas@sd69.bc.ca 
to reserve your spot. 
 
 
UNIFORMS: Please be reminded that our uniform includes black dress pants, black socks, black 
shoes (no runners please), a black button-down dress shirt, and a bright coloured tie (the tie is 
provided by the music program). Our uniform reflects our desire to achieve excellence, and I 
would ask that students wear the full uniform before boarding the bus and keep it on until 
we leave the festival site.  
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Students should bring a lunch and snacks for the day. There is a small cafeteria at ADSS, but we 
can’t guarantee that there will be food available for all of our students in addition to the other 
students there for the festival and the regular ADSS students. 
  
 
Here is the day’s itinerary: 
 
 
Wednesday, April 8th 
 
6:45am Students arrive at the BSS Band Room (already wearing their band uniforms) 
 Load music folders, equipment, and instruments onto the buses 
 
7:10am The buses leave for ADSS 
7:55am Arrive at ADSS and unload all instruments and equipment 
 
8:30am Sr. Concert Band warm-up 
9:00am Sr. Concert Band performance 
9:30am Sr. Concert Band adjudication 
 
10:15am Sr. Concert Band students return to BSS on bus with a BSS principal! 
 
10:15am - 12:45pm  Gr. 8/9 Band watch other groups, do homework, and eat lunch etc. 
 
1:00pm Grade 8/9 Concert Band warm-up time 
1:30pm Grade 8/9 Concert Band performance 
2:00pm Grade 8/9 Concert Band adjudication/workshop 
 
2:45pm Load equipment onto bus and depart ADSS and drive back to Parksville 
3:45pm Arrive back at Ballenas 
 
 
When students aren’t warming up, performing, or in their adjudication, they will have time to 
work on homework, eat lunch, and watch other groups perform in the ADSS Theatre. Students 
are not allowed to leave the school/festival site. 
 
This event is always one of the highlights of the year for our Band students, so please make sure 
that your child gets their permission form and payment in as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brent Kellas ♫ 
Ballenas Music Director 
bkellas@sd69.bc.ca 


