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Sr. Jazz Band 10/11/12 Rehearsals: 
 

Mondays 7:20am - 8:30am & Wednesdays 3:15pm - 4:30pm* 
*@ lunch 11:30am -12:15pm on Wednesdays with staff meetings 

 
Members of this ensemble will have previously completed four or more years playing of 
experience and must be enrolled in Concert Band to take this course. The fundamentals of 
rhythm, tone quality, intonation and technique will be areas of focus while playing increasingly 
demanding jazz ensemble literature. Festival, school, and community concerts will be 
performed. The BC Ministry Learning Standards outline Exploring & Creating, Reasoning & 
Reflecting, and Communicating & Documenting as the general curriculum competencies. 
These competencies are covered in various ways throughout the year’s coursework in this class. 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
By choosing Jazz Band as one of your electives you now have the opportunity to learn about 
and play some different styles of music in the jazz band setting. We will be playing music of 
varying levels in the following styles: swing, Latin, jazz ballad, funk, blues, R&B, and rock. 
Senior Jazz Band is a skills-based course in a jazz ensemble format. The focus is on education 
through preparation and performance of selected jazz literature. Students will learn specific 
technique in the jazz idiom, the basics of jazz notation, how to self-evaluate and self-correct, 
and will take part in various performances. 
 
EVALUATION 
Students who maintain a regular home practice schedule are very likely to achieve excellence. 
Evaluation of each term’s work will be as follows: 
  

Self-Assessment & Playing Tests  30% 
In-class Playing Ability, Participation, & Leadership 30% 
Concert Participation & Performances  20% 
Participation in Jazz Improvisation in Class  20% 
 
Term Grade    100% 

 
FINALE GRADE - average of four terms equally weighted at 25% for each term. The 
experience of performing in public and at festivals is essential for all music students. It is the 
main reason we rehearse together! 
 
COMMUNICATION/EMAIL 
I communicate frequently with parents via email. Handouts given to students are also emailed to 
parents to ensure that you are kept up to date of musical activities, fundraising, trips, deadlines 
etc. In addition, I post all correspondence to our website at ballenasmusic.org. Check it out! If 
your parents are interested in getting my emails, please email me at bkellas@sd69.bc.ca and I’ll 
add you to my address book. Check out the ”Ballenas Music” Facebook page as well! 
 

www.ballenasmusic.org 


